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SUB J : PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT 

REF: STATE 208696 (NOTAL) 

1. PRIMIN MUJIBUR RAHMAN DEPARTED ON TIME AT 0700 TODAY FOR 
NEW YORK AND WASHINGTON ON WHAT THE DACCA PRESS DESCRIBED THIS 
MORNING AS A "VOYAGE OF PEACE AND UNDERSTANDING." IN BRIEF 
CONVERSATION AT THE AIRPORT, PRIMIN TOLD ME HE WAS LOOKING 
FORWARD TO SEEING UNITED STATES AGAIN AFTER ABSENCE OF 16 
YEARS; HIS ONLY PREVIOUS VISIT WAS IN 1958 WHEN, AS SECRETARY 
GENERAL OF THE EAST PAKISTAN BRANCH OF THE AWAMI LEAGUE, HE 
WENT TO THE US ON AN IVP GRANT. 

2. 1 INFORMED THE FOREIGN SECRETARY SATURDAY THAT MEETING 
WITH PRESIDENT WAS SET FOR 3:00 PM OCTOBER 1 IN WASHINGTON AND 
THAT THERE WAS NO OBJECTION IF BDG WISHED TO ANNOUNCE THIS 
PUBLICLY. TODAY'S PRESS ANNOUNCES THAT PRIMIN WILL FLY TO 
WASHINGTON ON SEPTEMBER 30 FOR TALKS WITH PRESIDENT FORD "ON 
MATTERS OF BILATERAL RELATIONS AND INTERNATIONAL SITUATION” BUT 
DOES NOT SPECIFY DATE AND TIME OF MEETING WITH PRESIDENT. 
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